
WATCH 62 DAYS  AND TAKE ACTION 
TO FIGHT SEXIST LAWS! 

H Y P E T A L K . C O M

 62 Days, a documentary film airing April 15, 2018 on PBS/World Channel’s “Reel South” (check your local PBS 

listings or order the film at www.62daysmovie.com) should be a call to action for anyone who believes that 

women deserve equal rights. 

The film documents the case of Marlise Muñoz, who died suddenly of a pulmonary embolism at age 33 when 

she was 14 weeks pregnant. Against her wishes stated clearly when she was alive, and over the objections of 

her husband and parents, a Texas hospital literally appropriated her lifeless body to try to keep her 14-week 

fetus alive. The hospital argued that the Texas advance directive law required them to use her body as an 

incubator. 

 In the 1980s and ’90s, most states passed advance directive laws giving people the right to create a living will 

and appoint a health care proxy to ensure that their health care and end-of-life wishes are respected. In 

exchange for supporting these laws, groups including the U.S. Council of Catholic Bishops insisted that women 

who are pregnant be excluded from this important right. Today, more than 30 states have advance directive 

laws that treat women unequally. These laws say that while men are free to determine what will happen to 

them if they become sick and unable to communicate their health care wishes, women who may someday 

become pregnant are not free to plan the course of their health care, lives, and deaths. 

The Muñoz family’s agony ended only after 62 days (nine weeks) when a judge finally decided the Texas law 

did not apply. The Texas advance directive law with its unequal treatment of women remains on the books, and

since the Muñoz case, another state has amended its advance directive law specifically to authorize the use of 

a dead woman’s body to gestate a fetus. 

         
Go to http://estate.findlaw.com/living-will/living-wills-state-laws.html to find out if your 

state has a discriminatory advance directive law. 

Work to change your state’s law. Write, petition, call, meet with, email, and tweet at your 

state legislators, and demand they repeal these discriminatory laws and replace them with 

laws that respect women’s right to make health care and end-of-life decisions.

Make sure women and families in your state know if they are subject to discriminatory 

advance directive laws. If your state law is unclear, encourage women to appoint a health 

care proxy and give specific instructions about what they would want if they were 

pregnant.

If your state has a discriminatory law, use your living will and proxy to make your wishes 

known regarding pregnancy anyway and explicitly authorize your health care proxy to 

challenge any law or hospital practice being used to deny you the right to end life support.

Fill out your own living will and appoint a health care proxy.
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It’s time to take action. We must eliminate laws that dehumanize pregnant women.  


